but it does rather steal the thunder from Sinclair, Gubbay and Lovell-Badge in the following two chapters. It can also lead to confusion for those not already familiar with this field -the two chapters which review work on Anti-Mullerian Hormone have startlingly different conclusions as to the significance of recent studies.
In all honesty, this is really a very good book which will provide an invaluable source of reference and these carping criticisms result from the disappointment that there are not chapters on the sex determination of reptiles, birds (particularly chickens) and fish, in addition to the well-written review on Drosophila. In my opinion, the prize for readability goes to Hampikian, Cooper and Graves for the chapter on 'Sex Determination in Marsupials and Monotremes' while not necessarily agreeing on the importance of transgenic marsupials. I shall leave dedicated readers to find the chapter ghost-written by my collaborators, R. Zimmerman and N. Unfortunately, there appears to be no standard format for the presentation of methods. Some are given in numbered stages, while others are in the less easy to follow standard text format. Apart from chapters obviously concerned with a particular technique, finding a specific protocol is also difficult. Nevertheless, the index does provide some guidance for this. Apart from practical applications, this book may also be of value for those wishing to gain knowledge of certain research areas. In this context, I found chapters on p53 gene mutations and heritable mutagenic activity in maize informative and interesting.
In conclusion, I expect this volume to be of little direct use at the bench, but it may find a worthwhile home as a reference text, emphasizing the practical applications of the diverse techniques used by molecular biologists. UK.
